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Acres Planted - FY 1961 and Previous Years

Tree planting during the fiscal year 1961 (July 1, 1960 - June 30, 1961)

as reported by various public agencies, principally the State foresters,

was as follows:

Acres 

Forest plantings 1,762,035

Windbarrier plantings 34,171

Total 1,796,206 **

The 341,254 acre reduction in tree planting from last year's figure of

2,137,460 acres is due primarily to the substantial reduction in planting

on land withdrawn from agricultural production through Conservation Re-

serve Soil Bank contracts. The 1,796,206 acres planted in 1961 includes

a substantial acreage of Soil Bank planting or replanting.  However, the

Soil Bank influence is much less in 1961 than in the total acreages re-

ported as planted in 1959 and 1960.

Comparable figures for several of the past years are as follows:

*Includes 181,404 acres planted by direct seeding.

**This does not represent the area satisfactorily reforested or established

to windbarriers, for some of the plantings or seedings are unsuccessful.
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The total amount of planting in each State is shown by class of owners

and purpose in Table 6 of this report. More than 50,000 acres were
planted in 1961 in each of the following 10 States:

Comparison of the 1961 with the 1960 figures shows changes in planting

activity by the three broad ownership classes as follows:

The Federal Government planted 204,002 acres of forest

and 700 acres of windbarriers in 1961 on lands admin-

istered by its various agencies; a total of 204,702

acres. This is 30,209 acres or 17.3 percent more than

in 1960. (Federal windbarrier planting decreased 307

acres.)

The States and other non-Federal public agencies planted

1 02,135 acres of forest and 121 acres of windbarriers;

a total of 102,256 acres. This is 10,925 acres or 12

percent more than in 1960. (Windbarrier plantings on

State lands increased 6 acres.)

Private landowners planted 1,455,898 acres of forest

and 33,350 acres of windbarriers; a total of 1,489,158
acres. This is 382,388 acres or 20.4 percent less

than in 1960. ( Private windbarrier plantings de-

creased 894 acres.)
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A further analysis of the preceding figures shows that forest planting on

forest industry and other industry land increased substantially, whereas

forest planting on privately-owned land in smaller holdings decreased a

total of 432,730 acres, or 35.4 percent.

Eighty-three percent of all forest planting is on privately-owned lands.

The 17 States with forest plantings of over 20,000 acres on privately-

owned land are listed below. This listing also includes the 13 States

with more than 10,000 acres of planting on industry-owned land. It

should be noted that more than 50 percent of private land forest planting

in 5 of these 17 States is on industry-owned land. These States are

Washington with 93.4%, Oregon with 85.6%, Louisiana with 73.9%, Texas
with 70.0%, and Florida with 68.4%.

Nearly 46 percent of the private forest planting in. 1961 was on land owned

by industrial organizations compared to 33.6 percent in 1960. In 1961

forest industries planted 589,163 acres, 147,765 acres more than in 1960;

and other industries planted 78,752 acres, 17,777 acres less than in 1960.
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Windbarrier Planting 

Windbarrier planting was reported from 31 States and Puerto Rico. It

amounted to 34,171 acres, classed as follows:

Private land windbarrier planting decreased 894 acres in 1961. The
public agencies planted 307 acres less than in 1960. The overall re-

sult is a decrease of 2.5 percent from the previous year.

The need for windbarriers exists mostly on private lands. The States in

which farmers and ranchers planted 500 or more acres of windbarrier in

1 961 are:

4



Availability of Planting Stock 

All public and private nurseries together shipped 1,537,558,000 trees

in 1961 -- 20 percent less than in 1960.

Forest tree nursery activities for 1961 are summarized as follows:

For additional details see Table 7 of this report and also "Forest Tree
Nurseries in the United States - 1961," published by the U.S. Department

of Agriculture, Forest Service, Washington, D.C.
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In 1961 the 15 Federal nurseries shipped 130,104,000 trees in comparison

with 177,698,000 in 1960. Most of the Forest Service nursery trees were

planted on National Forest lands. Nursery stock from the Tennessee Valley

Authority nurseries was used on private lands through established pro-
grams. The closing of one TVA nursery and the reduction of more than 32

million in the number of trees shipped was due to the large  reduction in

the need for trees for Soil Bank plantings.

The State nurseries shipped 1,001,103,000 plants in 1961. Most of the

stock from these nurseries was produced under the Federal-State coopera-

tive tree distribution program (C-M 4) or the Conservation Reserve of the

Soil Bank for planting on private lands.  The 10 States with the largest

shipments were:

These 10 States shipped 49 percent of the Nation's entire supply.

Forty-three States and Puerto Rico shipped 1,001,103,000 trees from 103

nurseries in 1961. In 1960, 108 nurseries shipped 1,359,306,000 plants.

Forty-eight States and Puerto Rico conducted tree distribution programs

in 1961. Five of these purchased all of the trees they distributed from

commercial, other State, or Federal nurseries. Arizona and Alaska are

the only two States that did not distribute trees in 1961.

The total output of the 11 Soil Conservation District nurseries  was
13,074,000 trees as against 13,262,000 for the 11 nurseries in 1960.  The
stock from these nurseries all goes to District cooperators for planting

on private lands.

There are now 3 county and municipal nurseries. They produced 479,000
trees in 1961 as against 558,000 from four nurseries in 1960. Their en-

tire output is planted on public lands.
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Most seedlings from forest industry and land company nurseries go to

plant company lands, although some stock is distributed to other private

landowners through various company programs. There were 35 such nurs-

eries in 1961 with an output of 295,755,000 trees as against an output

of 258,810,000 trees in 1960.

Commercial nurseries reporting in 1961 numbered 89 and their total output

was 97,043,000 plants, which is 11 percent less than in 1960. No commer-

cial production of forest or windbarrier planting stock is reported from

28 States and Puerto Rico.

Of the 89 commercial nurseries that reported, 24 are in Pennsylvania and

26 are in Michigan. Their production runs heavily to Christmas tree

planting stock. Twelve commercial nurseries reported from Colorado,

Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, and the two Dakotas. They produce mainly wind-

barrier species in addition to much ornamental stock not reported herein.

A large share of their production is sold to the States for distribution

under the Federal-State cooperative tree planting program. The other 27

commercial nurseries are located in 14 States distributed from coast to

coast, primarily in the North.

Direct Seeding 

The reported acreage of direct sowing of tree seeds increased substan-

tially in 1961. Thirty-three States reported from 1 to 67,924 acres.

The amount of such work is detailed in Table 4 of this report and is

summarized below:
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The following 12 States direct seeded more than 2,500 acres each:
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