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Abstract
Growing native plants can be fun, challenging, and rewarding. This booklet, particularly the 
first chapter that introduces important concepts, is for the novice who wants to start growing 
native plants as a hobby; however, it can also be helpful to someone with a bit more experience 
who is wondering about starting a nursery. The second chapter provides basic information 
about collecting, processing, storing, and treating seeds. Chapter three focuses on using 
seeds to grow plants in the field or in containers using simple but effective techniques. For 
those native plants that reproduce poorly from seeds, the fourth chapter describes how to 
start native plants from cuttings. The final chapter provides valuable information on how to 
successfully move native plants from the nursery and establish them in their final planting 
location. Several appendices expand on what has been presented in the chapters, with more 
details and specific information about growing a variety of native plants.
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Trade names are used for the information and convenience of the reader and do not 
imply endorsement or preferential treatment by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
Nomenclature for scientific names follows the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service PLANTS (Plant List of Accepted Nomenclature, 
 Taxonomy, and Symbols) database (2011) at http://plants.usda.gov.

Pesticide Precautionary Statement

This publication reports research involving pesticides. It does not 
contain recommendations for their use, nor does it imply that the uses 
discussed here have been registered. All uses of pesticides must be 
registered by appropriate State and/or Federal agencies before they 
can be recommended.

CAUTION: Pesticides can be injurious to humans, domestic animals, 
desirable plants, and fish or other wildlife—if they are not handled or 
applied properly.  Use all pesticides selectively and carefully.  Follow 
recommended practices for the disposal of surplus pesticides and 
pesticide containers.


