
On Friday, August 22, 1958, the group toured the Forest Industry Nursery and 
Genetics Station at Nisqually and the L. T. "Mike" Webster State Forest Nursery, 
south of Tumwater.

The 1958 Nurserymen's Meeting was adjourned. Some of the group left for home 
while others took advantage of their opportunity and invitation to tour the Weyer-
haeuser Research Center in Centralia and their seed extraction plant located at Camp 
McDonald.
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The population of Spain is about 30 million people, having increased from 
21 million since 1939 or the close of the civil war in Spain.

Much of Spain has been cultivated and farmed for centuries; also, livestock 
have been grazed for perhaps an equal time. In fact, the range has been heavily 
grazed and exploited and the heavy grazing use continues.

The program of the present regime in Spain is to impound water in the main 
streams and to use the water for power generation and for irrigation on some of the 
better agricultural lands and for flood control purposes. This program immediately 
pointed up the need for afforestation and reforestation jobs of considerable magni-
tude. Much of the land is plagued with accelerated erosion and the consequent sil-
tation of reservoirs presented an immediate problem. Many acres of so-called pro-
tection or watershed forests have been planted and plans are well laid to plant an 
additional acreage. Reforestation for wood production is currently under way and has 
been accelerated in recent years.

Much of the low land along the rivers has been subject to floods over the 
centuries. Where the rivers are controlled or are being controlled by dams, there is 
much reclamation work under way which consists of dikes, revetments, etc. to stabilize 
the fine silts followed by cultivation, the planting of wheat and several varieties 
of cottonwood (Chopo).

One of the first questions that will, no doubt, come to your mind is the 
tree species now being currently planted in Spain. There are Pinus pinea, Pinus 
pinaster, Pinus Halipensis, P. laricio, Scotch pine (Sylvestris), Monterey pine (
P. insigneous), Ecualyptus, mostly globolus, and several species of populus.

Methods used in reforestation:

1. Direct seeding, both broadcast and spot.

2. Bare root planting of seedlings and transplant.

3. Growing of seedlings in ceramic pots in nursery and 
transplanting with ball of soil.

4. Cuttings especially poplars.

5. Growing of small seedlings in tubes. 

Thorough site preparation in either method.

Nurseries are well dispersed and vary in production from a few hundred 
thousand to two or three mm. The largest one I saw can produce about 10 mm seed-
lings and transplants.

* * * * * * * * *

Following his talk, Mr. Farrell presented a series of very interesting 
slides. The pictures were taken during March, April and May, 1957, and were quite 
interesting in comparing their planting methods with ours. Spain has a terrific
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