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Endothia parasitica have been isolated
from 20 large (mostly 12-inch dbh or more)
surviving American chestnut trees in
seven states. Abnormal isolates have
been selected from these trees. Many are
hypovirulent in the sense that they are
less pathogenic than normal strains when
tested on excised and in situ American
chestnut stems, and they contain dsRNA.
The evidence leads us to believe that
many of these surviving trees are not
genetically resistant but owe their sur-
vival to being infected with abnormal
(hypovirulent) strains of Endothia
parasitica.
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